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RECEIVED

DEC 15 2004
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

E’ I have No comments on the Rockville Substation/transmission project

Name: ga AERT Frickson

Address: yg4,0 Kok FETA PR
s depen, M 53300

Phone Number: 3., . oo - 2253



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
190 FIFTH STREET EAST
ST. PAUL MN 55101-1638

October 28, 2004

Construction-Operations
Regulatory {(04-160045-YSB)

Ms. Carcle L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Great River Energy

17845 East Highway 10

P.O. Box 800

Elk River, Minnesota 55330-0800

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

We have reviewed information about a project of Great River
Energy and Xcel Energy regarding a new 115 XV transwmission line
and substation upgrades near Rockville. The project sites are
located in Secs. 24, 25, 26, 34, and 35, T. 124 N., R. 29 W., and
Sec. 3, T. 123 N., R. 29 W., Stearns County, Minnesota.

The placement of poles and overhead wiring is not within the
jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers, provided the work does
not involve the placement of dredged or fill materlal into any
wetland or waterbody area.

Temporary placement of fill material into any waterbody or
wetland for purposes such as bypass roads, temporary stream
crossings, cofferdam construction, or storage sites may require a
Department of the Army permit. If your proposal would require
temporary filling, please contact our office immediately.

Without -detailed construction plans, we cannot provide
specific comments regarding the effects that the proposed
activity would have on watercourse flood stages. It has been our
experience that underground and overhead utility construction has
negligible effects on.flood stages, provided excess construction
material is removed from the floodplain and additional care is
taken not to disturb its hydraulic characteristics.

You may also need city, county, or State permits for the
project. You should contact the appropriate agencies for their
" permit requirements.

You should also contact the State Historical Preservation
Officer (SHPO} to determine if there are any known historic or
archeological sites in the area or if any cultural resource

survey would be required.

Printed on@ Recycled Paper



Tables
Table 1 Common Noise Sources and Levels

Appendices

“Appendix A Agency Correspondence
Appendix B Legal Notices and Media Information
Appendix C Project Mailing Lists
Appendix D Responses from Survey

[] I have the following comments on the Rockville substation/transmission
project: (Please write your comments below. Use another sheet of paper if
more space is needed.)

PZ{ I have No comments on the Rockville Substation/transmission project

Name: % 7. /51"7/”“”%

Address 2174 7 Fef Gort.
A Chrd, i 57030
Phone Number: 34, _ 252 Y§9¢



-

If you have any guestions, please contact Ms. Yvonne Berner
in our St. Paul District office at (651) 290-5365. In any
correspondence or inguiries, please refer to the Regulatory
number shown above.

Sincerely,

4@@%&&(2/252%@%7

ert J. Whiting
ief, Regulatory Branch

7O
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Waite Park Field Office
. 110 Second Strest South, Suite 128

R L . ~ - Waite Park, MN 56387
. - vt : {320) 251-7800, exi. 3

September 29, 2004
Carole 1.. Schmidt
P O. Box 800

17845 Bast Hwy 10
Elk River, MN 55330

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

This letter is in response to your Ie letter regarding the construction of the 115 kV transmission line project
between County Road 60 and 93" Ave near Rockville and Waite Park, MN.

The Waite Park Field office is responding specifically to your mailing dated September 1, 2004. NRCS has
reviewed soil maps and determined there will be approximately 14.2 acres of prime and umque farmiland
impacted by the project area

It 1s responsibility of the United States Dcpartment of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) to monitor the effects of the conversion of farmland to non—agrxcultura] uses through the Farmland
Protectlon Act (FPPA Pubhc Law 97-98, Deccmbcr 22, 1981).

NRCS recommends the use of Best Management Practices, such as silt fences, stockpiling topsoil, sediment
basins and temporary muliching erosive areas and stockpiles to minimize erosion and sediment in runoff during .
construction.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project. IFNRCS can be of any further ass1stance
please contact our office at (320) 251 7800 extensmn 3.

Sincerely,

Steven L. Sellnow
District Conservationist

Enclosure
Cc. Area 4 NRCS Office, Area Soil Scientist

The U.S. Department of Agriculiure (USDA} prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activifies on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs). Persons with disabllities who require altermative means for communication of program Information {Braille, large print, audio tape.
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 {voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14" and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington D.C. 20250-3410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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IZ/I have the following comments on the Rockville substation/transmission
project: (Please write your comments below. Use another sheet of paper i
more space is needed.)

*My request is that you consider the question? While I'm in here doing what is
necessary to improve the quality of our lives with the improvement of our energy
resources, what else can be done at the same time that would improve the lives of our
residents, as well as improve the wildlife habitat and it’s environment. I count between
6-9 deer killed within the area highlighted in orange on the map. Just since October I
know of 3 already. Could we work with MnDot and put a deer proof fence on one, or
both sides of the HWY 23. It would seem like it could be less expensive, and less
invasive to our environment to do it at the same time as the power lines are improved.

Thank you for asking for our input.

- mmwg\mﬂ lotation %.Pmpvftﬁ .

[] 1have No comments on the Rockville Substation/transmission project

Name: Mg FC\(\.&\CL\J

Address: 4835 Bemunes 6\{\3
ST. Cioon MY De30)

Phone Number: 200 ~2B2 - 1828
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October 7, 2004

Ms. Carcle Schmidt

Great River Energy

PO Box 800

Elk River, MN  55330-0800

RE:  Proposed Rockville Substatior/115 kV transrntssmn line project
Stearns County
SHPO Number: 2005-0006

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Thank you for the opportunity to review a@nd comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
(36CFR800).

Based on available informatibn, we conclude that no properties eligible for or listed on the National
Register of Historic Places are within the project's area of effect.

Piease contact Dennis Glmmestad at (651) 296-5462 if you have any questions regarding our
review of this project.

Sincerely,

Pt Dtoomby

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

345 Kellogg Boulevard West/Saint Paul, Minnesota 35102-1906/ Telephone 631-206-6126
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Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Nick_Rowse@fws.gov

Sent: Friday, October 15, 2004 10:12 AM
To: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: Re: Rockville project

Dear Carole,

I have reviewed the propesed Rockville Substation/115 kV transmission line project and
found no federally listed species in the project area.

Nick Rowse

Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Twin Cities Field 0Office
4101 American Blvd. E.
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665
612-725-3548 =210

"Schmidt, Carole
GRE/ER"
<gcschmidt @GREnerg To
y.com> <Nick_ Rowselfws.gov>
cc

10/13/2004 12:42
PM Subject

Rockville project

Hi Nick - I was wondering if you have had a chance to review the Rockville Substation/115
kV. Transmission Project (Stearns County) I sent to you on September 1. Thanks! Carole

Schmidg
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Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Tom Balcorn [tom. balcom@dnr. state.mn.us)

Sent: Tuesday, Octobear 18, 2004 1019 AM

Ta: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: Variots Projects Review

The Dzpartment of Naturzl Resources hzs rsviewsd the following proijscis Tor impacts on
natural resources and we have nc further commants )

~  68kV Transmission Lines ({PD Line} irom Pine City to Sandstione
- 68%kV Mission Breaker Station

- Rockville Substation/115kV Transmission Line

i

-69 kV Transmission Line West of Lake Crystal

Thank vou for the opportunity to comment on these projects.

Tom Balcom

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Ecological Services
Environmental Review Unit Supervisor

500 Lafayetts Road

St. Paul, Mn 55155-4010

651-296-4796 (officae)

651-296-6047 (fax}
tom.balcomBdnr.state.mn.us



Ms. Jennifer Buckentine
December 17, 2004
Page 2

2.

The property designated as “Massman Property” is owned by Anderson Properties of
St. Cloud, LLP. This property’s future use is planned for a commercial office and
warehouse business park. 1 have enclosed a copy of the future proposed plat. The
placement of this line would have a severe impact on Lots 7 and 9. It will also have
an impact on wetland and ponding. In effect, this would destroy the use of Lot 7. In
addition, the power poles along the highway may pose an access issue when the land
is developed. Specifically, the poles may end up in the access roadway. There is also
considerable impact on the wetlands and ponding. Compensation would be sought
for Lots 7, 9, and any other residual effect on the balance of the property.

The property that is referred to as “ATS West Property” is owned by Anderson
Properties of St. Cloud, LLP. This property is already burdened with an overhead
easement crossing the property. Adding another easement may make all of the
property along Highway 23 unbuildable and unsellable. Losing this’ frontage

" property wiil have a direci impact on the vaiue of the property to the rear. This

property is presently used as a commercial housing and truck facility site. The
overhead utilities could potentially affect communication abilities.

My clients would request that Great River Energy and Steamns Electric Association
reconsider the siting of this power line along this particular corridor. We would suggest that
the corridor be placed along the east side of Highway 23, which would either lessen or
completely diminish the impact on the Massman Farm Property and the ATS West Property.

If there is anything further that we could provide to you, please contact either myself at 202-
5336 or Kevin Olson at Anderson Trucking Service at 255-7400.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
/G&A , PLANT, MOOTY,
/ OTY & BEMNMNETY P A
L
L
W Robért ¥ Walter
'iUW:pcg
Enclosures
cc: Anderson Trucking Service, Inc. (w/o enc.)

ATTN: Kevin Olson

GP:1659036 v2



Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

From: Harris Baker [Harris.Baker@dolstate.mn.us)
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2004 11:09 AM

To: Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER

Subject: Re: Project reviews

Carole, I have looked at the projects and they pose no hazard to public airports in the
area. Thank you.

>>> "Schmidt, Carole GRE/ER" <cschnidt@grenergy.com> 11/16/04 10:29AM

>>>

Hi Harris - I am wondering if you have had a chance to review a'couple transmission
projects I sent to Kathy Vesely (she has indicated that these were passed to you} awhile

back:

Rockville Substation modifications and transmission line - Stearns County, review reguest
letter sent September 1, 2004 Northstar 69 kV transmission line - Blue Earth County,
review request letter sent September 23, 2004

I need to get the environmental reporis for these projects to the RUS very soon, and would
appreciate a response from you if possible. An e-mail response regarding airports (or
lack thereof) in the vicinity is all I really need. Thanks, Harris.

Carole Schmidt
Environmental Scientist
Great River Energy
763-241-2272



1010 WEST 5T, GERMAIN STREET 500 DS CENTER
Surte 600 80 SouTk EIGHTH STREET
St1. Croup, MN 56301 Minnearoris, MN 55402-3796

320 252 612 £32-3000
Fax: 32@@—@ Fax: 612 632-4434
Reply to §t. Cloud

RECEIVED Robert J. Water

320 202-5336
DEC 920 20[“! Robert.walter@gpmiaw.com

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES CERTIFIED)

Reat
Property
Specialist
MSBA

December 17, 2004

MS JENNIFER BUCKENTINE

STEARNS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
705 COURTHOUSE SQUARE

ROOM 343

ST CL.OUD MN 56303

RE:  Proposed Transmission Line Near Rockville
Our File No. 101324

Dear Ms. Buckentine:

Our firm represents two property owners that are impacted by the proposed Transmission
Line Project by Great River Energy and Stearns Electric Association. This is in response to
your December 2, 2004, letter.

Anderson Grandchildren Family Limited Partnership is the owner of the property that I will
refer to as the “Rockville Property,” and is depicted on the project map that I have attached.

Anderson Properties of St. Cloud, LLP is the owner of two parcels that are impacted, and
they are referred to as the “Massman Farm” and “AT West” on the attached project map. We
offer the following response to your December 2, 2004, letter:

I. In regards to the Rockville Property owned by Anderson Grandchildren Family
Limited Partnership, the intended use of this property is residential. At the present
time, there are two billboard sign leases with Lamar Outdoor Advertising. These sign
leases provide substantial revenue stream. The siting of the line will impact the
ability to continue these leases because of the location of the proposed line, and the
topography of the land. Since the intended use of this property is residential, this
power line would have an economic impact on the future lots. The placing of this
line will have an impact on the amount of land that is available for development.
Compensation would be sought for the loss of revenue from the sign leases and loss
of value of the easement and residual impact to the land.

Grav, Prant, Mooty, MooTy & BENNETT, P.A. ATTGRNEYS AT Law

www anmlaw ram



GREAT RIVER
ENERGY

17845 East Highwav 10« PO Bow 800« Elk River, Minnesota 33330- ﬂﬁ(]() » 763-041-3121 + Fax FR3-341-2366

1 September 2004

Ms. Kathy Vesely

Office of Aeronautics

Minnesota Depariment of Transportatron
222 E. Plato Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55107-1618

RE: Proposed Rockville Substation/115 kV Transmission Line Project
Stearns County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Vesely:

On behalf of Great River Energy (GRE), Stearns Electric Association (SEA), and Xcel Energy,

~GRE is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a new 115 kV
transmission line and substation upgrades near Rockville in Stearns County, Minnesota. The

project is needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing electrical needs in the area.

The proposed project includes:

¢ Upgrading SEA's Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV to 115 kV

» Construction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 kV transmission line

¢ Conversion of Xcel Energy's Sauk River Substation from an in-and-out configuration to
a 4-position ring bus configuration

The project is located in Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R28W; and Sectlon 3, T123N,
R29W. A project description/site map is enclosed for your fnformatlon

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on airports or
airstrips in the project area. The single circuit structures will be 70-80 feet above ground.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Friday, October 1,
2004. If you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-
2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for
your cooperation and assistance.,

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

(s i~ St

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

-Enclosure

heschimidi\Rockville\RockvilleMNDO s GrealRiverEnergy.com

.
A Troecherana Frarm® Cannaraciie 'Fg- " Y






GREAT RIVER

1 September 2004 ENERGY
17845 East Highway 10« PO, Box 860 = Eli River, Minnesola 33330-0800 » 763-441-3121 « Fax 703-231-2366

Ms. Yvonne Berner
Department of the Army
Corps of Engineers

St. Paul District, Attn: CO-R
190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1838

RE: Proposed Rockville Substation/115 kV Transmission Line Project
Stearns County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Berner:

On behalf of Great River Energy (GRE), Stearns Electric Association (SEA), and Xcel Energy,
GRE is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a new 115 kV
transmission line and substation upgrades near Rockville in Stearns County, Minnesota. The
project is needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing electrical needs in the area.

The proposed project includes:

+ Upgrading SEA’s Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV to 115 kV

¢ Construction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 kV transmission line

e Conversion of Xcel Energy's Sauk River Substation from an in-and-out configuration to
a 4-position ring bus configuration

The project is located in Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R29W; and Section 3, T123N,
R29W. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on floodplains,
wetlands, and other important natural resources that occur in the project area.

The transmission fine will cross one DNR-protected wetland (594W), but disturbance will be
limited to placement of poles in the wetland. GRE will apply to the DNR Division of Lands and
Minerals for a license to cross that wetland.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Friday, October 1,
2004. If you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-
2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is ¢schmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for
your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Conels . SumwntI

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

. RiverEnergy.
hcschmidhRackville\RockvilleDOA www GreatRiverbnergycom
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{(X  1have the followin_g comments on the Rockville substation/transmission
project: (Please write your comments below. Use another sheet of paper if
more space is needed.)

See Attached Letter
[ ] Ihave No comments on the Rockville Substation/transmission project
Name:
Address:

Phone Number:
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GREAT RIVER
ENERG Y

17843 East Highway 1 = PO, Box 800 + Elk River, Minnesota 33330-0800 « 763-321-3127 = Fax 763-241-2366

1 September 2004

Mr. Nick Rowse, Habitat Conservation Biologist
United States Department of the Interior

Twin Cities Field Office

4101 East 80th Street

Bloomington, MN 55425-1665

RE: Proposed Rockville Substation/115 kV Transmission Line Project
Stearns County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Rowse:

On behalf of Great River Energy (GRE), Stearns Electric Association (SEA), and Xcel Energy,
GRE is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a new 115 kV
transmission line and substation upgrades near Rockville in Stearns County, Minnesota. The
project is needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing electrical needs in the area.

The proposed project includes:

= Upgrading SEA's Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV ta 115 kV

+ Construction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 kV transmission line

= Conversion of Xcel Energy's Sauk River Substation from an in-and-out configuration to
a 4-position ring bus configuration

The project is located in Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R29W,; and Section 3, T123N,
R28W. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on any listed or
proposed threatened or endangered species and designated or proposed critical habitat that
may be present in the project area. The proposed project does not represent a "major
construction activity" as defined in 50 CFR 402.02.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Friday, October 1,

2004. If you have any guestions about this proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-

2272. if you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for
your cooperation and assistance. ’

Sincerely,

G;BEAT RIVER ENERGY
Cpnole o - Sihacth

Carole L.. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure ‘ e

www.GreatRiverEnergy.com
tuicschmidhRockvitle\RockvilleFWS P T VT
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17845 East Highwayv 10 = PO Box 800 « Fik River. Minnesota 55330-0800 - 763-341-3121 » Fax 763-241-23R6
1 September 2004

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Bivd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

RE: PRroposed Rockville Substation/115 kV Transmission Line Project
Stearns County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Bloomberg:

On behalf of Great River Energy (GRE), Stearns Electric Association (SEA), and Xcel Energy,
GRE is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a new 115 kV
transmission line and substation upgrades near Rockville in Stearns County, Minnesota. The
project is needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing electrical needs in the area,

The proposed project includes:

» Upgrading SEA’s Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV io 115 kV

« Construction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 KV transmission line

+ Conversion of Xcel Energy’s Sauk River Substation from an in-and-out configuration to
a 4-position ring bus configuration

The projecf is located in Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R28W: and Section 3, T123N,
R29W. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on historic
properties in the project area.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Friday, October 1,
2004. I you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-
2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is ¢schmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for

your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Caole L . Shwdt

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

hicschmidtiRockville\Rockville MHS www.CrealRiverEnergy.com
- P



Xcel Energy*

RO, A T naney” Cooperstve 260
GREAT RIVER ENERGY STEARNS ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION XCEL ENERGY
17845 East Hwy 10 P.O. Box 800 900 East Kraft Drive PO Box 40 414 Nicollet Mall
Elk River, MN 55330-0800 Melrose, MN 56352 Minneapolis, MN 55401
763-441-3121 800-962-0655 612-330-5893
www.greatriverenergy.com www.stearnselectric.org www.xcelenergy.com
PROJECT NEED

The existing electric transmission and distribution system serving the area in the vicinity of Rockville needs to be upgraded to provide better
reliability and increased capacity to serve the increasing load. The existing 34,5 kV system in this area is weak and historically has not
satisfied reliability standards. Conversion to a 115 kV system will allow Stearns Electric Association {SEA) to better transfer loads between
multiple distribution substations during emergency situations and during routine switching operations. Furthermare, upgrading to a 115 kV
system in the Rockville area will meet SEA customer's electric needs for several decades,

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This project includes the construction of 3.75 miles of 115 kV transmission line by Great River Energy (GRE) of Elk River, MN. GRE is an
electric generation and transmission cooperative providing wholesale electricity to SEA. The new transmission line will deliver slectricity from
the existing Xcel Energy Sauk River Substation to SEA’s Rockvilie distribution substation. The Rockville distribution substation is located at
the intersection of Trunk Highway 23 and Stearns County Road 6. The proposed transmission line route will generally follow State Highway 23
from the Rockville Substation northeasterly to where it intersects an existing Xce! Energy 115 kV transmission line. The new transmission line
will continue northerly, parallel with the existing Xcel Energy line to the Sauk River Substation (see Project Map on back). Figure 1 and
Figure 2 illustrate typical 115 kV transmission line structures and a typical 115 kV distribution substation that will be utiized for this project. To
rnake provisions for connecting the proposed GRE 115 kV transmission line, Xcet Energy plans to convert its existing in and out 115 kV Sauk
River Substation to a 4-position ring bus configuration. Figure 3 iliustrates the existing Sauk River Substation.

PROJECT SCHEDULE

Conditional Use Permitting Fall, 2004
Easement Acquisition Spring, 2005
Transmission Line / Substation Construction Falt, 2005
Energize December, 2005

CONTACTS

Rick Heuring Tim Weir Pam Rasmussen

Great River Energy Stearns Electric Assoc. Xeel Energy

763-241-2337 320-256-1604 1.800-7968 (Ext. 4661)

1-800-442-3013 1-800-962-0655 pameia.jo.rasmussen
rheuring@areneray.com bveir@stearnselectric.org {@xcelenergy.com 9/1/2004
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GREAT RIVER

ENERGY

17845 Fast Highwav 10 = POL Box 800« Elk River, Minnesota 53330-0800 « 763-447-3121 » Fax 763-241-2366

1 September 2004

Mr. Steven Sellnow, District Conservationist
Natura! Resources Conservation Service
Waite Park Field Office

Marketflace of Waite Park

110 2" Street S., Suite 128

Waite Park, MN 58387-1367

RE: Proposed Rockville Substation/115 kV Transmission Line Project
Stearns County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Sellnow:

On behalf of Great River Energy (GRE), Stearns Electric Association (SEA), and Xcel Energy,
GRE is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a new 115 kV
transmission line and substation upgrades near Rockville in Stearns County, Minnesota, The
project is needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing electrical needs in the area.

The proposed prgject includes:

« Upgrading SEA's Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV to 115 kV

« Construction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 kV transmission line A

» Conversion of Xcel Energy’s Sauk River Substation from an in-and-out configuration to
a 4-position ring bus configuration

The project is located in Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R28W; and Section 3, T123N,
R29W. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

GRE is requesfing information on the possible effects of the proposed project on important or
prime farmiands in the project area.

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Friday, October 1,
2004. If you have any questions about this proposed project, please contact me at (763) 241-
2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is cschmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for

your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY

Conale o8- S dhawnzddt™

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosure

vavw.GreatRiverEnergy.com

hi\cschmidtiRockviliz\Rockvilla=NRCS R U TS
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GREATRIVER
ENERGY

17845 East Highwav 10« PG Box 860« Ell: River. Minnesota 35530-0600 = 763-441-3121 « Fax 763-241-2364

1 September 2004

Mr. Thomas W. Balcom, Supervisor

Natural Resources Planning and Review Services
~ Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Proposed Rockwlle Substation/115 kV Transmission Line Pro;ect
Stearns County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Balcom:

On behalf of Great River Energy (GRE), Stearns Electric Association (SEA), and Xcel
Energy, GRE is in the process of preparing an environmental assessment for a new
115 KV transmission line and substation upgrades near Rockville in Stearns County,
“Minnesota. The project is needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing
electrical needs in the area.

The proposed project includes:

» Upgrading SEA’s Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV to 115 kV

e Consftruction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 kV transmission line

e Conversion of Xcel Energy’'s Sauk River Substation from an in-and-out
configuration fo a 4-position ring bus configuration

The project is located in Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R29W: and Sec’tion 3,
T123N, R29W. A project description/site map is enclosed for your information.

GRE is requesting information on the possible effects of the proposed project on
wetlands, threatened and endangered species, and other important state natural

resources that occur in the project area.

The fransmission line will cross one protected wetland (594W). GRE will apply to the
DNR Division of Lands and Minerals for a license to cross that wetland. The Minnesota
Natural Heritage database was reviewed and there are no Sensitive Areas in the vicinity
of the project (see enclosed map). :

www.GreatRiverEnergy.com



GRE has requested environmental review of the project by several federal and state
agencies. The status of those reviews is provided below. '

United States Corps of Engineers — project is not within the jurisdiction of the Corps of
Engineers.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service — no federally listed species in the project area.

USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service — recommends using Best Management
Practices during construction to minimize erosion and sediment in runoff.

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources — no comments on the project.

Minnesota Historical Society — no properties eligible for or listed on the National Register of
Historic Places are within the project’s area of effect.

Minnesota Department of Transportation (aviation issues) — the project will pose no hazard
to public airports in the area.

Thank you for your input on this project. Please return your survey form in the self-
addressed envelope provided by Friday, December 17, 2004.

Sincerely,

Jénnifer Buckentine
Planning Specialist
County of Stearns Environmental Services

Enclosures



Mr. Thomas Balcom
- 1 September 2004
Page 2

We would appreciate receiving any written comments from your office by Friday,
October 1, 2004. If you have any questions about this proposed project, p[ease
contact me at (763) 241-2272. If you wish to respond by e-mail, my address is
cschmidt@grenergy.com. Thank you for your cooperation and ass.lstance

Sincerely,
GREAT RIVER ENERGY
Oﬂvw'{;_-f;f - ShenidA”

Carole L. Schmidt
Environmental Scientist

Enclosures

RAcschmidt\iRockville\RockvilleDNR



#875-8598

COUNTY OF STEARNS
Envinonmental Services Department

Administration Center Rm 343 « 705 Courthouse Square » St. Cloud, MN 56303
320-656-3613 - Fax 320-656-6484 « 1-800-450-0852

December 2, 2004

To:  Property Owners within ¥ mile of Proposed Transmission Line Pro;ect
Chair and Clerk, St. Joseph Township
Sauk River Watershed District
City of Rockville

RE: Survey on Proposed Transmission Line Project near Rockville, MN

Great River Energy (GRE) and Stearns Electric Association (SEA) are proposing a joint
115-kilovolt (kV) project near Rockville in Stearns County, Minnesota. The proposed
project includes construction of 3.75 miles of new GRE 115 kV transmission line and
upgrading SEA’s Rockville Substation from 34.5 kV to 115 kV, and is located in
Sections 24, 25, 26, 34 and 35 T124N, R29W; and Section 3, T123N, R29W.

The transmission line would generally follow State Highway 23 from the existing SEA
Rockville Substation northeasterly to the intersection with an Xcel Energy 115 kV
transmission line, then continue northerly, paralleling this Xcel Energy line to Xcel
Energy’s Sauk River Substation (see enclosed fact sheet and map). The project is
needed to provide better reliability and to meet growing electrical needs in the area.

GRE and SEA are seeking approval for the project from Stearns County. As part of the
permitting process, Stearns County must prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA)
on the project and afford the public an opportunity to participate in the development of
the scope of the EA hefore it is prepared.

This survey is intended to allow the public to comment on the project and provide input
on the content of the EA. A preliminary Table of Contents for the EA is attached as a
starting point for what should be covered in the EA. We encourage you to provide
comments on the project and additional topics you want to see addressed in the EA.

“Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity Employer”
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XcelEnergy~

GREAT RIVER

Vs ouchintone (3T 413 . -\‘K" 'r;lti\'l.' TR

ENERG Y N s Boorky” Cooperative M
GREAT RIVER ENERGY STEARNS ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION XCEL ENERGY
17845 East Hwy 10 P.O. Box 800 900 East Kraft Drive PO Box 40 414 Nicollet Mall

Elk River, MN 55330-0800 Melrose, MN 56352 Minneapolis, MN 55401
763-441-3121 800-862-0655 : 612-330-5893
www.greatriverenergy.com www.stearnselectric.org www.xcelenergy.com

PROJECT NEED

The existing electric transmission and distribution system serving the area in the vicinity of Rockville needs to be upgraded to provide better
reliability and increased capacity to serve the increasing load. The existing 34.5 kV system in this area is weak and historically has not
satisfied reliability standards. Conversion to a 115 kV system will allow Stearns Electric Association (SEA} to better transfer loads between
multiple distribution substations during emergency situations and during routine switching operations. Furthermore, upgrading to a 115 kV
system in the Rockville area wilt meet SEA customer's electric needs for several decades.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This project includes the construction of 3.75 miles of 115 kV transmission line by Great River Energy (GRE) of Elk River, MN. GRE is an
electric generation and transmission cooperative providing wholesale electricity to SEA. The new transmission line will deliver electricity from
the existing Xcel Energy Sauk River Substation to SEA's Rockville distribution substation. The Rockyille distribution substation is located at
the intersection of Trunk Highway 23 and Stearns County Road 6. The proposed transmission line route will generally follow State Highway 23
from the Rockville Substation northeasterly ta where it intersects an existing Xcel Energy 115 kV transmission line. The new transmission line
will cantinue northerly, parallel with the existing Xcef Energy line to the Sauk River Substation (see Project Map on back). Figure 1 and
Figure 2 illustrate typical 115 kV transmission line structures and a typical 115 kV distribution substation that will be utilized far this project. To
make provisions for connecting the proposed GRE 115 kV transmission line, Xcel Energy plans to convert its existing in and out 115 kV Sauk
River Substation to a 4-position: ring bus configuration. Figure 3 illustrates the existing Sauk River Substation.

PROJECT SCHEDULE

Conditional Use Permitting Falt, 2004
Easement Acquisition Spring, 2005
Transmission Line / Substation Construction Fall, 2005
Energize December, 2005

CONTACTS
Rick Heuring Tim Weir Pam Rasmussen

Great River Energy
763-241-2337
1-800-442-3013
rheuring@arenerqy.com

Stearns Electric Assoc.
320-256-1604
1.800.962-0655
btweir@stearnselectric.org

Xcel Energy
1-800-7968 (Ext. 4661)
camela.jo.rasmussean
{@xcelenergy.com

9172004
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APPENDIX B

LEGAL NOTICES AND MEDIA INFORMATION
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Brinters Afiidavit of Pubiication

PUBLIC MEETING - OPEN HOUSE
" Thursday, October 21, 2004
_ 8:00 p.m. St. Joseph Township Hall
835 College Avenue South
St. Joseph, MN 56374

A Great . {GRE), wholesale
.. electric supplier to- Stearns Electric
“Association (SEA), will hold a public
information meeting at the St. Joseph
TJownship..Hall on Thursday, October 21,
2004 at 8:00 p.m. to review the proposed
'115-kV transmission line and substation to
‘be constructed along Trunk Highway 23
(see project map). The purpose of the
transmission line and substation is to
improve electric reliability to SEA

service area.
If you cannot attend this meeting, questions

Tim Weir at SEA - 320-256-1604.

16.75. 541317

customers in the Rockville and St. Joseph

i

or comments may be directed to Rick:
Heuring at GRE - 800-442-3013 ext. 2337 or ;

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF STEARNS

Terri Panek, being duly swomn on oath, says that she is the publisher or
authorized agent and employee of the newspaper known as the St. Cloud
Times, and has full knowledge of the facts which are stated below:

(a) The St. Cloud Times has compiied with all of the requirements
constituting a qualified newspaper, as defined by Minnesata Statutes
331A.01 1o 331A.11 and other applicable laws, as amended.

(b) She further states that the printed Public -Notice:Public Meeting
Open House hereto attached as a part hereof was cut from the columns of
the St Cloud Times, and was printed and published therein in the English
tanguage, that it was so published on; Friday, October 15, 2004. The
following is a printed copy of the lower case alphabet from 'a' to 'z, both
inclusive, and s hereby acknowledged as being the size and kind of type
used in the composition and publication of said nolice, fo-wit:

avedefghijkimnopgrstuvwxyz

e . .
e Foins s

Tert Panek

Subscribed and sworn to before me /0 ﬁ%’[’){)}b { S’dj’; 34/

Wanim & (owan/
Nétary Pebilic, Minnesota
My commission expires January 31, 2005.

Rate Information

1. Lowestcl

sffied rate pald by wzer for compatablespace: 2.4/ 3.22 daily/Sunday per agalo fine

2. Maximum rala aliowed by law for tha ahave matter: 2.413.22 dgaitySunday per agate line
3. Ralo actually charged for Epl fing: 1.09 / 1.37 dailySunday
4. Aate ackuly charged for bold inchc 19.49 / 24.07 daily/Sunday

5, The rates above will cory a $0% surcharga for Thank=ghéng and Christras Day,

- MARION'E. gRogs.
j HOTARY pugLic - MINNESOTA g

My Comm, g
m. E.:p. Jan. 31, 200,'55)
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF MINNESOTA
ss.
COUNTY OF STEARNS

Pattv Austreng , being duly sworn, on oath says
that he/she is publisher or authorized agent and employes of the
publisher of the newspaper known as the Cold Spring Record,
and has full knowledge of the facts which are stated below:

{A) The newspaper has complied with all the requirements con- -

stituting qualification as a legal newspaper, as provided by

Minnesota Statute 331.02, 331.06, and other applicable laws, as -

amended.

(B) The printed Public Meeting - Open House
Great River Energy (GRE)

which is attached, was cut from the columns of said newspaper, -

and was printed and published once each week, for __ gne

successive weeks: it was first published.on Tuesday, the _12th

day of Gctober 90 04

published on every Tuesday, to and including Tuesday, the

day of , 20 ; and printed below is a

copy of the lower case alphabet from A to Z, both inclusive, which
is hereby acknowledged as being the size and kind of type used

in the composition and pubiication of the notice:

abedefghijkimnopgrstuvwxyz

. f/} | L
BY #/CQ% (2 s LAsng
/ 7
TITLE @jl&i?"

Subscribed and sworn before me on this \\0\\‘}/
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PUBLIC MEETING - OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, October 21, 2004
8:00 p.m. Si. Joseph Township Hall
835 Ccllege Avenue South
St. Joseph, MN 56374
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Great River Energy (GRE), wholesale electric supplier to
Stearns Electric Association (SEA), will hold a public information-
meeting at the St. Joseph Township Hall on Thursday, Oclob.er
21, 2004 at 8:00 p.m: to review the proposed 115-kV transmis-
sion line and substation to-be constructed along Trunk Highway
23 {see project map). The purpose of the transmission line ar}d
substafion is to improve electric refiability to SEA customers in-
the Rockvilie and St. Josephi service area.

If you cannot attend this meeting, guestions or comments
may be directed to Rick Heuring at GRE - 800-442-3013 exi.

2337 or Tim Weir at SEA - 320-256-1604. :
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APPENDIX C

PROJECT MAILING LISTS






